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Juris Doctor in Common Law (J.D.), Osgoode Hall Law School, 2004

Bachelor of Laws, Civil Law (LL.B.), Université de Montréal, 2003

Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Psychology, McGill University, 1997
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John Israel Galambos is a partner in Private Client Services at Miller Thomson’s Montréal office. He focuses his
practice on corporate and individual taxation, tax and estate planning, wills and trusts, corporate
reorganizations, and asset protection. He regularly advises clients on a broad range of tax matters, including
asset and share transactions, shareholders’ agreements, and employee stock option plans. John is also
frequently sought after to help resolve estate and shareholder disputes, bringing both technical precision and
practical judgment to complex situations. His clients include high-net-worth individuals, private companies,
single and multi-family offices, public institutions, private foundations, charities, and not-for-profit
organizations.

With over 20 years of experience at national and regional law firms, John Israel Galambos is recognized for
delivering practical, strategic solutions to complex tax and estate planning challenges. Before joining Miller
Thomson, John served as Co-Leader of the Family Office division (Quebec) at a Big Four accounting firm,
where he advised high-net-worth individuals, family offices, and wealth advisors on sophisticated tax and
succession planning matters. Known for his clarity, judgment, and collaborative approach, John has become a
trusted advisor to high-net worth individuals as well as family office professionals navigating multi-
jurisdictional structures, intergenerational wealth transfers, and evolving tax landscapes.

Industry involvement

Recognition
Best Lawyers in Canada, 2022-2025

Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory – Estate & Personal Tax Planning, 2021-2025

Corporate Lawyers to Watch, Lexpert Guide to the Leading US/Canada Cross-border Corporate Lawyers in
Canada, 2016-2018

Lexpert Zenith Award celebrating Corporate and Law Firm Social Responsibility, 2012

Thought leadership
Lecturer of the Taxation of Domestic Family Trusts course offered by the Quebec CPA Order, 2014 –
present

Co-lecturer of the International Tax Course and Tax Practice Seminar at the Faculty of Law of McGill
University, 2013 – 2020

Lecturer, Canadian Association of Paralegals Annual Conference, Trusts: Legal, Commercial and Tax Issues,
2013 and 2017

Notable Matters
Tax counsel to Digital Colony Partners in relation to its $720M acquisition of Cogeco Peer 1, 2019
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Lead counsel to founder family in relation to $350M divestiture and spin-off resulting from shareholder
dispute, 2020

Lead counsel to major Canadian retail business valued at $500M, on the implementation of business
transition and succession plan for key employees, 2023

Tax counsel to Canadian retail business in relation to $600M sale of assets to a US purchaser, 2024

Community roles
Vice-President (2025-2026) and Member of the Board of Directors and of the Executive Committee JPPS-
Bialik, 2016 – present

Chair of the Board, The Square Foundation, 2025 – present

Canadian Tax Foundation, Quebec Chapter, Member of Steering Committee, 2023-2025

Member of the Innovations Committee, Jewish Community Foundation, 2022 – present

Governor, Fondation du Barreau du Quebec, 2022 – present

JPPS-Bialik, 2016 – present

Member of the Employees’ Pension Committee, Federation CJA, 2012 – present

Corporate directorships
Member of the Board of Directors, The InterPilot Aviation Safety Foundation, 2019 – present

Member of the Board of Directors, The International Federation of AirLine Pilots’ Associations, 2017 –
present

Memberships & affiliations
Canadian Tax Foundation (CTF)

Association de planification fiscale et financière (APFF)

Jewish Lawyers of Canada

Lord Reading Law Society

Jewish Chamber of Commerce

Canadian Bar Association
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